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This Jubilee Cohort from top left to bottom right are:  Deana Waite, Terrance Souder, Theresa Gamble, Tanisha, 
Okonji, Jennifer Perkins, Paul Shrem, Richard Parker, Ali Badibanga, Cheryl Gonzalez, Dione Thomas, Melissa 

Henderson, Farhana Hossain, Nehaya Alhamed, and Theresa Rose. 
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MEET OUR SILVER JUBILEE COHORT 25 
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he Educational Leadership Doctoral Program is proud to introduce our outstanding 
members of Cohort 25. These 14 men and women began the fall semester, which 
coincides with our celebration of 25 years as a program at the University of North 

Florida. Similar to our other doctoral students, Cohort 25 comes with diverse experiences and 
unique backgrounds. They are fired up and moving forward as they learn, reflect and generate 
new knowledge and ideas of ways to be effective change agents as educational leaders in our 
ever-changing world. We commend them as many have already began scholarly activities in 
peer-reviewed conference presentations and manuscripts to inform interdisciplinary fields and 
practices in leadership.  
 
Drs. Chris Janson and Sophie Maxis recently had the chapter “School Counselor as Active 
Collaborator” published in a new school counseling textbook, Classroom Guidance for 
Prevention, Accountability, and Outcomes by J. Daigle.   
 
Drs. Nicholas Eastham and Terry Cavanaugh presented “3D Printing in Education” at the 
Florida Association of Science Teachers conference in Tallahassee on October 24th. 
 
 

 
Dr. Rebecca Schumacher was one of four invited participants to represent Florida at a day-long 
Reach Higher FAFSA Convening held at the White House on October 21, 2015 to share best 
practices to eliminate the barriers facing first generation students utilizing federal student aid. A 
total of 34 states, Puerto Rico, and national organizations dedicated to increasing postsecondary 
opportunities for every student, were in attendance.   
 

T 
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Doctoral student, Ms. Shelletta Baker and Dr. 
Matthew Ohlson, presented on student success 
in the STEM fields at the Florida Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics (FCTM) Conference 
in Orlando.  
 
Dr. Anne Swanson, Dr. Janice Seabrooks-
Blackmore, Dr. Matthew Ohlson and doctoral 
students, Shelletta Baker and Brenda Skeete, 
have designed and implemented a peer-
mentoring program between our new and 
experienced doctoral students. The goals of the 
initiative are to increase collaboration, collegial 
support and the sharing of academic/ 
professional best practices.  Photos on the left 
are from their first monthly session held in 
October. 
 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF EXCEPTIONAL, DEAF, AND INTERPRETER EDUCATION 
 

 
DCDT PRESENTATIONS 

 
University of North Florida was 
well represented at the Division 
on Career Development 
International Conference in 
Portland, Oregon, November 5-
7. Two doctoral students, Tara 
Rowe and Monica Bolaños 
(Xavier University of 
Louisiana) co-presented with 
Drs. Kristine Webb, Janice 
Seabrooks-Blackmore, and 
Karen Patterson in a poster 
presentation entitled, Moving 
On To the Next Steps: KEYS 
Unlocking Access Through Peer 

Mentoring. In this presentation, information was shared about the development of peer 
mentoring as part of ACCESS Academy, which is a supplemental program offered to students 
registered in the Disability Resource Center (DRC). The presentation described how students 
participating in a teaching-learning model become KEYS to each other as they navigate their 
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college success. Tara also co-presented with Drs. Webb, Seabrooks-Blackmore, & Patterson in a 
presentation entitled, College Students with ASD: Listening to their ideas about Transition to 
Postsecondary Education Enrollment. This presentation shared preliminary data from focus 
groups with college students with ASD in THRIVE, which is another program offered through 
the DRC. Summary data were shared related to what information about transition to college 
students received, what they wished they had known, and advice to others with ASD who are 
interested in attending college. Another presentation in which Tara co-presented was with Dr. 
Jeanne Repetto (University of Florida) in a presentation entitled, Education and Health Care 
Transition: Start Early, Start Now! This presentation discussed how to address health care 
transition in the educational setting from varying ages and exceptionalities, with self-advocacy at 
the core of the process. Additionally, Dr. Kristine Webb co-presented with colleagues Drs. Paula 
Kohler (Western Michigan University) and James Martin (University of Oklahoma) in a 
presentation entitled, Never Give Up! Building School-Wide Culturally Relevant Transition 
Education Opportunities. This presentation shared how a national technical assistance center and 
a Native American school, within the Bureau of Indian Education, worked closely to foster hope 
and create numerous transition education opportunities for students with IEPs. 
 

 
VOLUNTEERING TO PAY IT FORWARD 

 
Lloyd Alamsha has been a volunteer with the 
Disability Resource Center (DRC) for two years. He 
sought to work with the University as a volunteer 
who can assist adults with disabilities in addressing 
academic and/or social issues that might impede 
their college performance and completion. Dr. Pam 
Chally introduced him to Dr. Karen Patterson, who 
in turn introduced him to Dr. Janice Seabrooks-
Blackmore with hopes that his personal and 
professional experiences would be valuable in 
supporting the fledgling Advancing College 
Competency: Encouraging Student Success 
(ACCESS) Academy that is offered through the 
DRC. Mr. Alamsha has extensive experience as a 
pastor and educator developing mentoring programs 
for youth to adults from diverse backgrounds. As a 
successful adult with dyslexia, he desired to be a 
guiding light for others by volunteering his time as 

an additional support of their college success team. Through their collaborative efforts, he 
worked with Drs. Seabrooks-Blackmore, Patterson, and two doctoral students, Tara Rowe and 
Monica Bolaños (now at Xavier University of Louisiana) to develop a peer-mentoring model for 
students participating in ACCESS Academy.  Through his dedication and tireless efforts, Keeping 
Emphasis on Your Success (KEYS) materialized as an intricate part of ACCESS Academy’s 
teaching-learning model that assists students in building a broader network of support, for each 
other, as they complete their college programs. 
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Drs. Janice Seabrooks-
Blackmore, and Karen 
Patterson in a presentation 
entitled, “College Students 
with ASD: Listening to 
their ideas about Transition 
to Postsecondary Education 
Enrollment.” This 
presentation shared 
preliminary data from 
focus groups with college 
students with ASD in 
THRIVE, which is another 
program offered through 

the DRC. Summary data were shared related to what information about transition to college 
students received, what they wished they had known, and advice to others with ASD who are 
interested in attending college. Another presentation in which Tara co-presented was with Dr. 
Jeanne Repetto (University of Florida) in a presentation entitled, “Education and Health Care 
Transition: Start Early, Start Now!” This presentation discussed how to address health care 
transition in the educational setting from varying ages and exceptionalities, with self-advocacy at 
the core of the process. Additionally, Dr. Kristine Webb co-presented with colleagues Drs. Paula 
Kohler (Western Michigan University) and James Martin (University of Oklahoma) in a 
presentation entitled, “Never Give Up! Building School-Wide Culturally Relevant Transition 
Education Opportunities.” This presentation shared how a national technical assistance center 
and a Native American school, within the Bureau of Indian Education, worked closely to foster 
hope and create numerous transition education opportunities for students with IEPs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drs. Sue Syverud and Debbie Reed were 
presenting to faculty at the University of Belize 
as part of the International Professional 
Development School initiative being developed 
in Belize.      
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DEPARTMENT OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, LITERACY, AND TESOL 
 
 
 
Dr. Katrina Hall presented 
"Literacy Learning from a Lens of 
Wonder: Making the Most of Play-
Based Learning" at the annual 
Jewish Community Alliance Early 
Childhood Symposium on October 
20. More than 100 early childhood 
teachers attended her sessions.  
 
 
 

 

 
This fall, Dr. Soonhyang Kim facilitated a panel discussion about native and nonnative 
speakers’ collaboration as an invited panel discussion organizer and presenter at KOTESOL 
International Conference, Seoul, Korea. Furthermore, Dr. Kim presented “Learning from and 
effectively teaching within the ELL classrooms: Self-expression and self-regulation tactics for 
English language Learners” with her former graduate students from Pace University, Anna 
Maria Charalambous and Katherine Ellingsen, at the New York TESOL conference in White 
Plains, November 13–14.  
 
 
Dr. Christine Weber was recently elected NAGC's Research and Evaluation Network Awards 
Co-chair. She also continues as secretary of the NAGC Profession Development Network. 
Furthermore, Dr. Weber will be hosting the  sixth year of Camp Composition, a writing camp to 
help students in grades 4-11 earn higher FSA English Language Arts – Writing scores and also 
acquire stronger lifelong writing skills. The camp will be held six Saturday mornings beginning 
January 23 through February 27, 2016 in the COEHS. Adjunct literacy professor, Amanda 
Laukitis, will also be helping to direct the camp. For more information check out the website at 
http://www.unf.edu/coehs/celt/Camp_Composition.aspx. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.unf.edu/coehs/celt/Camp_Composition.aspx
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Photo on left:  Ms. Jillian Rose, Professional Development Coordinator for James Weldon 
Johnson Middle School and Introduction to the Teaching Profession Students.  Photo on right: 
R. V. Daniels Elementary School Principal, Mr. Robert Gresham, UNF Alumna and Reading 
Coach, Ms. Ashley Payanis with Introduction to the Teaching Profession Students. 

DEPARTMENT OF FOUNDATIONS AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This November, Dr. Hope (Bess) Wilson attended Legislative Day, as a member of the board of 
the Florida Association for Gifted Children. Dr. Wilson spoke on behalf of educators of the 
gifted and gifted children in Florida to advocate for changes to State policy. As a part of the 
activities for the day, the gifted children were able to participate in a mock session in the floor of 
the House of Representatives and speak with representatives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This fall, Ms. Kathleen Witsell and Dr. Hope (Bess) Wilson organized the opportunity for 
Introduction to the Teaching Profession students to spend the day at James Weldon Johnson 
Middle School and R. V. Daniels Elementary School. The students met with school 
administration and faculty, shadowed a teacher throughout the day, and had a shared learning 
experience at the schools. These initiatives have been developed to encourage enrollment in the 
College of Education and Human Services and provide meaningful learning experiences for 
education students. 

Dr. Hope (Bess) Wilson with Florida Representatives Jimmie Smith and Victor Torres, Jr. and Gifted Children 
advocating at the capitol 
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Dr. Carolyne Ali-Khan was a keynote speaker at the Urban 
Science Education Research Seminar at the Graduate Center, 
(CUNY) in New York, on October 24th. She spoke about her 
recently published work on autoethnography (and led an 
animated post talk discussion).  

 

 

 

 

EDUCATOR PREPARATION INSTITUTE 
 
Educator Prep completers, Alyssa Knight is Teacher of the Year for Bridge to Success High 
School 2015-2016 and Kelli McKinney was named New American Hero New Teacher of the 
Year last year for Duval Charter Scholars Academy. 
 
 
OFFICE OF ACADEMIC ADVISING 

 
Lakeysha Joseph (left) UNF graduate 2010, 
Florida Fund for Minority Teachers (FFMT) 
recipient and a teacher/Reading Coach at 
Woodland Acres Elementary School and Rhinna 
Willis (right) a UNF junior and current FFMT 
Scholar accompanied Dr. John Kemppainen to 
Tallahassee on November 2nd and 3rd to attend the 
biannual meeting of the Florida Fund for Minority 
Teachers and participate in the FFMT Day on the 
Hill meeting with State legislators advocating for 
increased funding for scholarships for this very 
successful and worthy financial aid program. They 
were kept busy answering a plethora of questions 
from the legislators and their aids and performed 
admirably.  The legislators enjoyed meeting 
recipients of the scholarship to affirm that monies 
spent are monies well spent.    
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The University of 
Belize (UB) received 
a donation of 27 
books from the 
University of North 
Florida (UNF). Dr. 
John Kemppainen, 
Academic Advising 
Director, along with 
a cohort from UNF 
presented the books 
to the University. Dr. 
Kemppanien spoke 
about their intention 
to strengthen the 
relationship between 
the two universities 
especially through 
the development of 
the UB Library. 

Interim Provost - Dr. Wilma Wright, Quality Assurance Director - Dr. Ethel Arzu and Assistant 
Provost - Dr. Cynthia Thompson received the books on UB’s behalf and expressed their 
appreciation for the support from UNF. The Chief Librarian, Mr. Erwin Woodye, along with the 
library staff were also present for the handing over. The books cover areas such as literacy, 
phonics, multicultural education, writing, assessments, adult education and integrating 
educational technology and teaching. The books will be cataloged and made available for 
students to use. 
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